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TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

PLANS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom with Public Access via YouTube 
https://tinyurl.com/TorridgeYouTube 

 
Thursday, 6 August 2020 - 9.30 am 

 
PRESENT Councillor C Leather (Chair) 
 Councillor M Brown (Vice-Chair) 

 
 Councillors R Boughton, P Christie, R Craigie, R Lock, 

D McGeough, P Watson and R Wiseman 
 

  
ALSO PRESENT S Dorey - Senior Solicitor 
 S Harrington - Development Manager 
 H Smith - Development Management Team Leader 
 K Evely - Planning Officer 
 S Chappell - Conservation Officer 
 R Webdell - Strategic Enabling Officer 
 S Cawsey - Democratic Services Officer 

 
  
23.    MINUTES  

 
It was proposed by Councillor Leather, seconded by Councillor Watson – 
 
Resolved: 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 2 July 2020 be agreed and signed as a correct 
record. 
 
A recorded vote was taken. 
 

Councillor For Against Abstain 

Cllr R Boughton   X 

Cllr M Brown X   

Cllr P Christie X   

Cllr R Craigie X   

Cllr C Leather X   

Cllr R Lock X   

Cllr D McGeough   X 

Cllr P Watson X   

Cllr R Wiseman X   

 
 
(Vote: For 7, Abstentions 2) 
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24.    DECLARATION OF INTEREST  
 
The Chair reminded Members to declare their interests when the relevant item was 
up for discussion.  Declarations of interest were made as indicated below and in 
accordance with the previously agreed arrangements for “dual-hatted” Members. 
 

25.    AGREEMENT OF AGENDA BETWEEN PARTS I AND II  
 
The Chair informed the Committee of the following: 
 
Application No. 1/0070/2018/OUT – South Street Car Park, Torrington -  
 
A late representation had been received from Historic England.  To allow the 
applicant and Planning Officer time to consider and respond to the representation – 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Leather, seconded by Councillor McGeough that –  
 
The application be withdrawn from the Agenda and deferred to the September 
Plans Committee meeting. 
 
A recorded vote was taken. 
 

Councillor For Against Abstain 

Cllr R Boughton X   

Cllr M Brown X   

Cllr P Christie X   

Cllr R Craigie X   

Cllr C Leather X   

Cllr R Lock X   

Cllr D McGeough X   

Cllr P Watson X   

Cllr R Wiseman X   

 
 
(Vote:  For – Unanimous) 
 
 
Members expressed their displeasure that having been contacted by the Planning 
Officer previously, a formal response from Historic England had only been received 
the preceding day. 
 

26.    URGENT MATTERS  
 
There were no urgent matters, but Councillor Christie asked if Officers could give a 
digest on the future of planning and the Governments changes to the Planning 
System.   He also referred to the Heathrow Planning Decision which had been 
dismissed due to lack of consideration being given to climate change and reminded 
Officers of his previous request for further information. 
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The Development Manager advised that the White Paper had only been published 
that morning, and as soon as Officers had reviewed the document Members would 
be updated.   Regarding the Heathrow position, this would also be reviewed by 
Officers. 
 

27.    PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
The Chair advised the Committee and members of the public of the details in 
respect of the Council’s public participation scheme.  
 

28.    PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
 
(a)   Application No. 1/0076/2020/REMM 

 
 The following Councillors had attended the virtual site visit: 

 
Councillors: C Leather, M Brown, R Boughton, R Craigie, R Lock, P 
Watson and R Wiseman 
 
 
Application No.1/0076/2020/REMM  -  Reserved matters 
(Appearance, Landscaping, Layout and Scale) for the erection of 130 
dwellings pursuant to 1/1192/2015/OUTM - Daddon Hill, Northam, 
Devon. 
 
Interests: 
 
Officer Recommendation:   Grant 
 
 
The planning application had been called into Plans Committee by 
Councillor Leather for the following reason: 
 
“So Members can consider the following: landscaping, play provision, 
surface water drainage and design quality”. 
 
Prior to the presentation the Committee was advised of the following 
updates: 
 

 Late representations objecting to the application 
 

 A New condition as a result of play space being considered via 
condition 20: 

 
“Notwithstanding the plans hereby permitted, the play space 
indicated on the approved plans shall be treated as indicative 
only, and further details are required to be approved as per 
condition 20 (revised) of planning permission 
1/1192/2015/OUTM. 
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Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and to ensure that 
appropriate play space is provided on site in accordance with 
policy DM10. 

 

 New informative: 
 

The developer is advised that they have two years to 
commence following the approval of any reserved matters. 

 
 
The Planning Officer presented the report and advised Members of 
the main planning consideration. 
 
When debating the application, the following issues/ concerns were 
raised: 
 

 Affordable housing – did not meet the 30% as set out in the 
Local Plan.   Members were advised that the S106 Agreement 
had been agreed as part of the Outline application and was 
not for consideration at this stage.  The Strategic Enabling 
Officer reported that the 21% is acceptable, had been deemed 
viable by the District Valuers Office and conforms with the 
S106 Agreement.   

 

 No bungalows proposed for the site. 
 

 The potential of a further 17 dwellings - not applied for and 
above that approved under the Outline Permission. 

 

 S106 – No contribution towards reducing carbon emissions on 
this estate. 

 

 S106 – Did Ward Members get consulted on the S106?  This 
had been dealt with as part of the Outline application in 2015, 
when details would have been presented to Plans Committee.  
The Planning Officer who dealt with the Outline application is 
no longer an employee of the Authority. 

 

 S106 – monies for highway improvement.  The Devon County 
Highways Officer addressed concerns relating to the “pot” of 
monies for highway improvements to Buckleigh Road and 
Heywood Road roundabout.   

 

 The Development Manager informed the Committee that the 
S106 had been approved at the Outline application and was 
not open for discussion at this meeting. 

 

 Drainage – crated system under the basin – the Devon County 
Flood Risk Officer explained this system and how it would 
work on this site. 



5 
 

 
 

 

 Flood risk issues. 
 

 Pumping Station and attenuation ponds – onsite drainage in 
terms of pipework and system to be adopted by South West 
Water. 

 

 Increased water run-off into the stream – this concern was 
clarified by the Planning Officer who also explained there 
would be no increase in the amount of water going into the 
stream. 

 

 Position of play areas within the site – these are on an 
accessible route and are acceptable in terms of policy.   Play 
area facilities to be improved under a separate Agreement. 

 

 Buckleigh Road widening scheme - Funding not due until the 
2nd phase – 131st unit. 

 

 Implementation of a new footpath and the affect, if any, it 
would have on the highway.   The Devon County Highways 
Officer advised that Bay View Road, where narrow, would still 
function as two-way traffic. Highways had no objections. 

 

 It had been requested by the Devon County Highways Officer 
that the small footpath works be carried out prior to occupation 
of any dwelling. 

 

 Imposition of 20mph speed limit through the site – the 
Planning Officer confirmed this could not be included as a 
condition – it is different legislation and would not be 
enforceable.   This is a matter for Devon County Highways. 

 

 Removal of the footpath on the western end of Bay View Road 
– reasons given as to why it had been agreed to remove the 
footpath. 

 

 Buffer zone – College Close boundary – a 1.8m fence along 
the boundary together with extra planting, although suggested 
had not been put forward as part of the decision. 
 

 The importance of the school site – this is critical for the area. 
 
 
Reference was made to Condition 19 on the Outline Application 
which detailed the permitted hours of construction.  Following advice 
from the Planning Officer it was agreed that as a Condition re hours 
of construction could not be imposed on this application, an additional 
informative be added. 



6 
 

 
 

 
Councillor Leather recommended that an additional condition be 
imposed to state that the works to commence within two years of the 
granting of planning permission.    
 
Advice was given by the Development Manager and Planning Officer 
in relation to imposing additional conditions on a Reserved Matters 
application.  The time scale condition cannot be imposed on this 
application but could be added as an additional informative.   
Members were informed that the Outline application is the Planning 
Permission and the Reserved Matters application is a condition to 
that Permission.   The Development Manager read to the meeting 
Paragraph 025 of the NPPG which relates to this matter and explains 
why additional conditions cannot be imposed. 
 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Watson, seconded by Councillor Lock 
that the application be approved. 
 
A recorded vote was taken. 
 

Councillor For Against Abstain 

Cllr R Boughton X   

Cllr M Brown  X  

Cllr P Christie  X  

Cllr R Craigie  X  

Cllr C Leather X   

Cllr R Lock X   

Cllr D McGeough X   

Cllr P Watson X   

Cllr R Wiseman     X   

 
 
(Vote:   For 6, Against 3)  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the application be Granted subject to a new Condition as a 
result of play space being considered via Condition 20, two additional 
Informatives as detailed above and the Conditions as set out in the 
report. 
 
 
Mr T Savage addressed the Committee objecting to the application 
Mr L Shelley addressed the Committee objecting to the application 
Mr W Pahl addressed the Committee in support of the application 
Mr P Osborne addressed the Committee in support of the application 
Councillor Hames, on behalf of Northam Town Council, addressed 
the Committee objecting to the application 
Councillor Laws addressed the Committee 
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(b)   Application No. 1/0070/2018/OUT 
 

 The following Councillors had attended the virtual site visit: 
 
Councillors: C Leather, M Brown, R Boughton, R Craigie, R Lock, P 
Watson and R Wiseman 
 
 
Application No. 1/0070/2018/OUT -  Erection of Nine dwellings 
together with associated landscaping and infrastructure - South 
Street Car Park, Mill Street, Torrington. 
 
Interests: 
 
Officer Recommendation:   Grant 
 
 
As unanimously agreed by the Committee under Agenda item 4, this 
application had been deferred to be brought back to the September 
meeting. 
 
 

(c)   Application No. 1/0948/2019/FUL 
 

 The following Councillors had attended the virtual site visit: 
 
Councillors: C Leather, M Brown, R Boughton, R Craigie, R Lock, P 
Watson and R Wiseman 
 
 
Application No. 1/0948/2019/FUL  -  Erection of 5 no. dwellings - 
Holly Lane Farm, Halwill Junction, Beaworthy. 
 
Interests: 
 
Officer Recommendation:   Grant subject to a S106 Agreement 
 
 
The planning application had been called into Plans Committee by 
Councillor Hackett for the following reason: 
 
“Proposal lies outside of the development boundary, and is therefore 
in the open countryside, therefore does not accord with Policy ST07.  
Also highway issues under Policy DM05”. 
 
Prior to the presentation the Committee were informed of the 
following updates: 
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 Revisions to condition 9 and 10: 
 

Part G) of Condition 10 moved to C) of Condition 9 which now 
states as follows: 

 
“The pedestrian footway along Holly Lane linking to the 
existing footway on the public highway required by this 
permission has been provided as approved. This footway shall 
be retained thereafter for use by the development”. 

 

 Further evidence of title provided by the applicant which 
confirms they own the access and the objector has a right of 
access. 
 

 Public Open Space – discussions to take place with Parish 
Council and Ward Members re allocation of S106 monies 
should the application be supported. 

 
 
The Development Management Team Leader presented the 
application and advised Members of the main planning 
considerations. 
 
When debating the application, it was agreed that an additional 
Condition be imposed, namely that the northern and western 
boundaries be protected, and the wording of the Condition be 
delegated to Officers, the Chair and Vice Chair of Plans Committee. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor McGeough, seconded by Councillor 
Lock that the application be approved. 
 
A recorded vote was taken. 
 

Councillor For Against Abstain 

Cllr R Boughton X   

Cllr M Brown X   

Cllr P Christie  X  

Cllr R Craigie X   

Cllr C Leather X   

Cllr R Lock X   

Cllr D McGeough X   

Cllr P Watson  X  

Cllr R Wiseman X   

 
 
(Vote:  For 7, Against 2) 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the application be Granted subject to the additional Condition as 



9 
 

 
 

stated above and the Conditions as set out in the report. 
 
 
Mr Murray Ross addressed the Committee in support of the 
application 
Councillor Hackett, Ward Member, addressed the Committee 
 
 

(d)   Application No. 1/0382/2020/LBC 
 

 In accordance with the Constitution it was proposed by Councillor 
Leather, seconded by Councillor Watson and -  
 
Resolved:   
 
That in view of the fact 3 hours had elapsed since the meeting had 
commenced, that the meeting should continue. 
 
A recorded vote was taken. 
 

Councillor For Against Abstain 

Cllr R Boughton X   

Cllr M Brown X   

Cllr P Christie X   

Cllr R Craigie X   

Cllr C Leather X   

Cllr R Lock X   

Cllr D McGeough X   

Cllr P Watson X   

Cllr R Wiseman X   

 
 
(Vote:   For – unanimous) 
 
 
Cllr Christie left the meeting at 12.37. 
 
 
 
Application No. 1/0382/2020/LBC - Alterations and renovations to 
listed building - 33 South Street, Torrington, Devon. 
 
Interests:      Councillor Brown declared a personal interest – dual 
hatted – Gt. Torrington Town Council 
 
Officer Recommendation:   Grant 
 
 
The planning application had been referred to Plans Committee as 
the applicant is a Torridge District Councillor. 
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It was proposed by Councillor Watson, seconded by Councillor 
Brown that the application be approved. 
 
A recorded vote was taken. 
 

Councillor For Against Abstain 

Cllr R Boughton X   

Cllr M Brown X   

Cllr P Christie    

Cllr R Craigie X   

Cllr C Leather X   

Cllr R Lock X   

Cllr D McGeough X   

Cllr P Watson X   

Cllr R Wiseman X   

 
 
(Vote:  For – Unanimous)   
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the application be Granted subject to the conditions as set out in 
the report. 
 
 

29.    APPEAL DECISIONS SUMMARY  
 
There were no Appeal Decisions. 
 

30.    COSTS ON APPEALS  
 
There were no Costs on Appeals. 
 

31.    DELEGATED DECISIONS - AGMB APPLICATIONS  
 
The Committee noted the Delegated Decisions. 
 

32.    PLANNING DECISIONS  
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the Planning decisions for the period 18 June 2020 to 23 July 2020 be noted. 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 9.30am and closed at 12.45pm. 
 
Chair:  Date:  
 
 


